
 

Above: Cheryl Buchanan with 

Violet Adam during a visit to 

Violet and Fred’s house in 

1978. The house was built by 

Fred on an island in the 

mangroves on Kulaluk land 

behind the suburb of Ludmilla, 

down from Fitzer Drive. 

Photograph by Adrienne 

McConvell (nee Haritos). 

 

Right: Fred Fogarty (sitting), 

Bobby McLeod (centre) and 

Jack Phillips at a dance 

organised by the Gwalwa 

Daraniki at Bagot Aboriginal 

Community in 1973. 

Cheryl’s book, We Have Bugger All, first published in 1974, is a well 

researched history that includes word-for-word transcripts of 

contemporary interviews recorded with Darwin activists, quotes from 

the newsletter Bunji and various media releases, including two petitions 

prepared and signed by Darwin Aboriginal people and an ‘Application 

to enter the Northern Territory’ given out to passengers at the Darwin 

International Airport. In addition, the paragraphs in bold print on page 9 

are Cheryl’s vintage contribution to the Darwin campaigns. The 

Kulaluk story is told in greater detail by Bill Day in his 1994 book, 

Bunji: a story of the Gwalwa Daraniki Movement, continuing from 

Fred Fogarty’s trial to his sudden death in 1985 following Bobby 

Secretary’s passing in November 1984. The struggle continues! 

Bill Day 
Darwin 
2008 
                      BELOW: Cheryl Buchanan at Fred’s house in 1978 

 


